
Local Government Funding of Local 
Arts Councils in North Carolina 
FY2009-10

County Name Population
Local Arts 
Council Name

Organization 
Expenditures

% of 
Budget 
from 
Local 
Govt

Per Capita 
Local Govt 
Funding Local Govt Name $ Amount

Alamance 150,524 $494,090 14% $0.45Alamance County Arts 
Council

Alamance County $46,000
City of Graham $16,065
City of Mebane $5,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $67,065

Alexander 37,997 $299,276 4% $0.32Hiddenite Center

Alexander County $12,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,000

Alleghany 11,360 $26,863 42% $0.99Alleghany Arts Council

Alleghany County $11,250

Total Local Govt Funding: $11,250

Anson 24,788 $43,510 9% $0.16Anson County Arts Council

Anson Co Middle School $350
Anson County School System $3,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $3,850
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Ashe 26,965 $286,157 11% $1.21Ashe County Arts Council

Ashe County Government $32,000
Town of Jefferson $500

Total Local Govt Funding: $32,500

Beaufort 46,689 $211,605 22% $0.97Beaufort County Arts Council

City of Washington $28,500
Beaufort County $17,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $45,500

Bertie 19,585 $56,399 13% $0.36Bertie County Arts Council

Town of Aulander $50
Town of Windsor $2,000
Bertie County Finance $5,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $7,050

Bladen 32,570 $33,247 1% $0.01Arts Council of Bladen 
County

County of Bladen $300

Total Local Govt Funding: $300

Burke 88,332 $139,277 3% $0.05Burke Arts Council

Burke County $4,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $4,500
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Cabarrus 185,695 $621,853 12% $0.41Cabarrus Arts Council

Midland $1,500
Cabarrus County $25,246
Mt. Pleasant $750
Kannapolis $19,000
Harrisburg $2,750
Concord $27,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $76,246

Caldwell 80,440 $371,516 1% $0.03Caldwell Arts Council

Granite Falls $500
Caldwell County $1,500
Cajah's Mountain $250
Hudson $125

Total Local Govt Funding: $2,375

Carteret 65,404 $42,996 5% $0.03Arts Council of Carteret 
County

Town of Beaufort $150
Toen of Morehead City $2,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $2,150

Caswell 23,451 $208,647 2% $0.17Caswell Council for the Arts

Caswell County $4,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $4,000
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Catawba 160,495 $583,750 33% $1.21United Arts Council of 
Catawba County 

Catawba County $142,000
City of Newton $3,000
City of Conover $7,792
City of Claremont $1,106
City of Hickory $40,212

Total Local Govt Funding: $194,110

Chatham 64,629 $159,282 8% $0.20Chatham County Arts 
Council

Economic Development 
Corporation

$12,500

Town of Goldston $250

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,750

Chowan 14,992 $162,510 8% $0.83Chowan Arts Council

Board of Education $6,000
Town of Edenton $6,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,500

Clay 11,201 $40,147 3% $0.11Clay County Historical and 
Arts Council

Clay Travel & Tourism Board $1,200

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,200
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Cleveland 97,330 $269,994 5% $0.13Cleveland County Arts 
Council

City of Shelby $4,000
Cleveland County $8,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,500

Columbus 54,132 $85,897 2% $0.03Columbus County Arts 
Council

Columbus County $1,000
City of Whiteville $375

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,375

Craven 99,700 $255,690 4% $0.11Craven Arts Council and 
Gallery

City of New Bern $5,000
Craven County $6,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $11,000

Cumberland 319,166 $1,736,344 70% $3.80Arts Council of 
Fayetteville/Cumberland 
County

City of Fayetteville $100,000
Cumberland Co. Occupancy Tax $1,028,351
Cumberland County $85,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,213,351

Dare 35,997 $262,045 18% $1.33Dare County Arts Council

Dare County $45,000
Town of Manteo $3,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $48,000
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Davidson 161,351 $103,729 5% $0.03Arts United for Davidson 
County

City of Thomasville $1,500
City of Lexington $4,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $5,500

Davie 43,726 $337,841 22% $1.72Davie County Arts Council

Town of Mocksville $26,000
Davie County $49,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $75,000

Durham 272,351 $1,808,809 33% $2.22Durham Arts Council

City of Durham $605,126

Total Local Govt Funding: $605,126

Edgecombe 49,739 $162,666 44% $1.44Edgecombe County Cultural 
Arts Council

Town of Princeville $200
Town of Tarboro $35,731
Edgecombe County $35,731

Total Local Govt Funding: $71,662

Forsyth 358,754 $4,639,441 5% $0.67The Arts Council of Winston-
Salem / Forsyth County

Winston-Salem Forsyth Schools $33,300
City of Winston-Salem $190,000
County of Forsyth $18,850

Total Local Govt Funding: $242,150
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Franklin 61,427 $65,082 17% $0.18Franklin County Arts Council

Franklin County $10,000
Town of Louisburg $1,200

Total Local Govt Funding: $11,200

Gaston 209,567 $298,957 5% $0.08Gaston Arts Council

Gaston County $16,240

Total Local Govt Funding: $16,240

Graham 8,241 $554,391 2% $1.52Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts 
Center

Graham Cty. Travel & Tourism $5,000
Graham Cty. Special Allocation $7,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,500

Granville 58,750 $25,376 10% $0.04Granville Arts Council

Granville County $2,640

Total Local Govt Funding: $2,640

Greene 21,727 $84,737 12% $0.46Greene County Arts and 
Historical Society

Town of Snow Hill $5,000
Greene County Government $5,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $10,000
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Guilford 487,327 $462,690 43% $0.41High Point Arts Council

Guilford County $75,000
City of High Point $123,224

Total Local Govt Funding: $198,224

Guilford 487,327 $1,511,756 10% $0.31United Arts Council of 
Greater Greensboro

City of Greensboro $48,878
Guilford County $100,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $148,878

Harnett 115,303 $47,880 28% $0.12Harnett County Arts Council

Town of Lillington $3,000
County of Harnett $10,000
Town of Angier $500

Total Local Govt Funding: $13,500

Haywood 58,462 $213,616 3% $0.11Haywood County Arts 
Council

Town of Waynesville $2,250
Tourism Development Authority $4,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $6,250

Henderson 109,852 $176,490 6% $0.09Arts Council of Henderson 
County

Henderson County $10,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $10,000
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Hertford 23,682 $57,934 12% $0.30The Gallery Theatre

Hertford County $3,500
Town of Ahoskie $3,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $7,000

Iredell 167,423 $60,697 8% $0.03Iredell Arts Council

Statesville $3,325
Mooresville $1,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $4,825

Jackson 38,486 $33,669 27% $0.24Jackson County Arts Council

Jackson County Commissioners $9,141

Total Local Govt Funding: $9,141

Johnston 178,094 $218,042 3% $0.04Johnston County Arts 
Council

Johnston County Government $7,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $7,500

Jones 10,402 $20,821 9% $0.17Jones County Arts Council

Jones County Government $1,775

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,775
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Lee 60,681 $28,000 19% $0.09Lee County Arts Council

Lee County $2,400
City of Sanford $3,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $5,400

Lenoir 56,753 $384,137 6% $0.43Community Council for the 
Arts

City of Kinston $17,000
County of Lenoir $7,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $24,500

Lincoln 78,333 $49,967 32% $0.20Arts Council of Lincoln 
County

City of Lincolnton $6,500
Lincoln County Government $8,500
Lincoln County Schools $1,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $16,000

Macon 35,869 $42,996 16% $0.20Arts Council of Macon 
County

Macon County $5,000
Town of Franklin $2,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $7,000
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Madison 21,005 $124,832 13% $0.79Madison County Arts Council

Tourism Development Authority 
of Madison County

$1,500

The Madison County 
Commissioners

$15,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $16,500

Martin 23,097 $58,808 27% $0.69Martin County Arts Council

Martin County Bd. of Com. $9,900
Town of Williamston $6,000
Town of Robersonville $100

Total Local Govt Funding: $16,000

McDowell 45,222 $129,055 19% $0.55McDowell Arts Council 
Association

McDowell County $18,500
McDowell County Schools $6,360

Total Local Govt Funding: $24,860

Mecklenburg 967,901 $19,009,212 30% $5.82The Arts and Science 
Council

Mecklenburg County $1,847,808
City of Charlotte $2,883,160
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools $49,000
City/County Public Art $795,000
Mecklenburg County Towns $60,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $5,634,968
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Mitchell 16,013 $319,327 5% $0.91Toe River Arts Council 
(Mitchell County)

Town of Spruce Pine $2,500
Mitchell County School Board $12,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $14,500

Montgomery 28,095 $0.43Montgomery County

County of Montgomery $12,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,000

Moore 89,518 $687,908 1% $0.11Arts Council of Moore County

County of Moore $9,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $9,500

Nash 96,282 $94,645 40% $0.40Nash County Arts Council

Nash County $30,000
Town of Nashville $8,032

Total Local Govt Funding: $38,032

Onslow 175,844 $110,779 19% $0.12Council for the Arts

Onslow County - Operating $5,500
Onslow County - Arts in Schools $7,000
City of Jacksonville - Operating $8,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $20,500

Page 12



County Name Population
Local Arts 
Council Name

Organization 
Expenditures

% of 
Budget 
from 
Local 
Govt

Per Capita 
Local Govt 
Funding Local Govt Name $ Amount

Orange 133,485 $130,264 72% $0.70Orange County Arts 
Commission

Orange County $93,600

Total Local Govt Funding: $93,600

Pasquotank 44,274 $358,063 1% $0.06Arts of the Albemarle

Pasquotank County $2,667

Total Local Govt Funding: $2,667

Perquimans 13,675 $25,225 2% $0.04Perquimans Arts League

Perquimans County $500

Total Local Govt Funding: $500

Pitt 163,383 $289,983 1% $0.02Pitt County Arts Council at 
Emerge

City of Greenville $4,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $4,000

Randolph 144,143 $375,041 6% $0.15Randolph Arts Guild

City of Asheboro $7,000
County of Randolph $15,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $22,000
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Richmond 46,916 $91,328 18% $0.34Arts Richmond/Richmond 
County Arts Council

City of Hamlet $1,000
City of Rockingham $10,000
County of Richmond $5,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $16,000

Robeson 132,883 $267,635 54% $1.09Carolina Civic Center

Hotel Tax $143,000
County general grant $2,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $145,000

Rockingham 91,413 $52,017 19% $0.11Rockingham County Arts 
Council

Rockingham County Government $8,000
City of Eden $2,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $10,000

Rowan 140,403 $126,357 55% $0.49Rowan Arts Council

City of Salisbury $45,000
Rowan County $24,202

Total Local Govt Funding: $69,202

Sampson 67,146 $75,275 2% $0.02Sampson Arts Council

City Of Clinton $1,000
Sampson County $600

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,600
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Scotland 37,040 $68,990 41% $0.76Scotland County Historic 
Properties Commission

Scotland County $18,000
Scotland County TDA $10,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $28,000

Stanly 59,761 $100,045 12% $0.21Stanly County Arts Council

Stanly County $10,000
City of Norwood $500
City of Albemarle $2,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,500

Stokes 46,982 $62,518 122% $1.62Stokes County Arts Council

County of Stokes $76,165

Total Local Govt Funding: $76,165

Surry 74,403 $723,407 14% $1.38Surry Arts Council

City of Mount Airy $87,500
Surry County Government $15,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $102,500

Transylvania 31,779 $148,065 4% $0.19Transylvania Community 
Arts Council

Transylvania County Schools $6,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $6,000
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Union 218,418 $269,106 50% $0.61Union County Community 
Arts Council

City of Monroe $35,000
Miscellaneous $4,500
Union County $49,500
Local Towns $2,500
Union County Public Schools $42,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $133,500

Vance 43,829 $21,355 5% $0.02Vance County Arts Council 

County of Vance $1,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,000
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Wake 958,354 $1,687,700 100% $1.76City of Raleigh Arts 
Commission

City of Raleigh $1,687,700

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,687,700

Wake 958,354 $1,859,593 20% $0.39United Arts Council of 
Raleigh and Wake County

Town of Zebulon, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$4,450

Town of Cary, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$8,545

Town of Garner, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$10,200

Town of Holly Springs, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$4,295

Town of Knightdale, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$4,460

Town of Wake Forest, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$14,605

Wake County $315,000
Town of Apex, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$3,515

Town of Rolesville, Parks and 
Recreation Dept.

$4,300

Total Local Govt Funding: $369,370

Warren 19,823 $11,366 9% $0.05

Warren County Community 
Foundation

$500

Warren County Board of 
Commissioners

$500

Total Local Govt Funding: $1,000
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Watauga 45,966 $241,993 6% $0.34Watauga County Arts 
Council

Watauga County $8,800
Town of Boone $6,650

Total Local Govt Funding: $15,450

Wayne 116,864 $290,692 17% $0.43Arts Council of Wayne 
County

City of Goldsboro Travel & 
Tourism

$25,000

County of Wayne $25,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $50,000

Wilkes 67,861 $56,255 8% $0.07The Cultural Arts Council of 
Wilkes

Town of N. Wilkesboro $1,000
Town of Wilkesboro $1,000
Wilkes County Commissioners $2,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $4,500

Wilson 80,436 $628,310 25% $1.99Arts Council of Wilson

City of Wilson $100,000
County of Wilson $49,824
Wilson Co. Tourism Authority $10,000

Total Local Govt Funding: $159,824
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Yadkin 38,860 $104,900 10% $0.26Yadkin Arts Council

Yadkinville $2,500
Yadkin County $7,500

Total Local Govt Funding: $10,000

Yancey 19,127 $319,327 4% $0.63Toe River Arts Council 
(Yancey County)

Yancey County Government $2,250
Town of Burnsville $1,000
Yancey County Schools $8,750

Total Local Govt Funding: $12,000

Grand Total Local Govt Funding: $12,108,521

Total Government funding reported in 2010-11 is from the last completed fiscal year 2009-10.  Total funding reported in FY10-11: $12,108,521
Average of Per Capita Funding: $0.59
Average of % of budget from local govts: 26%
North Carolina state population: 9,683,816
Population is determined by the 2010 population estimate prepared by the State Data Center, Office of State Budget and Management, NC Dept. of Administration.
Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Duplin, Halifax, Hoke, Hyde, Northampton, Pamlico, Pender, Person, Polk, and Rutherford county local arts councils did not report any local 
government funding for FY2009-10.  
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